I BELIEVE IN GOD THE CREATOR

Text: Hebrews 11:3
Readings: Psalm 8 and/or 104; Hebrews 10:32-11:3
Heidelberg Catechism LD 9
Theme: By faith we understand that God made the universe by his word. 
Purpose: To reinforce faith in God as the Creator.


Children are often very curious. They have inquiring minds and ask many questions. Everything is new to them, so they want to know about the flowers and the grass and the sky; they have questions about cars and roads and bridges. 
One of their favourite questions is the little word, "Why?" Why is the grass green? Why is the sky blue? Why do apples grow on trees? Why do women have babies? Why does that man have no hair? 
Some of their questions are easy to answer; some are difficult; some are embarrassing! 

When children keep asking "Why" their questions push us back to God as the Creator. If we keep asking "why" we come back to the doctrine of creation, to the beginning of all things. 

"Why is our car red?
Because that's how they painted it at the factory. 
Why? 
Because some people asked for a red car. 
Why? 
Because red is their favourite colour. 
Why? 
Because that's the way God made them!
“Oh”, says your child. (Borrowed from C. Plantinga, Beyond Doubt, p. 27). 

Christian parents and grandparents have these conversations over and over again; and everything always comes back to God the Creator. 

This is the fundamental truth of the Bible. This is how Genesis begins: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Gen 1:1). If you understand this truth, and believe it, you have a solid foundation for the rest of Christian belief. If you don't understand this, or don't believe it, you will misinterpret many other biblical truths. 

In Hebrews 11 this is the opening statement of faith. We can’t go on to the heroes of faith until “we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command.” (verse 3) So today we want to examine this opening statement of faith in the Apostle’s Creed; “I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth." We are going do this using Hebnrews 11:3 as our text, which concentrates on God the Creator.

1. First of all this verse teaches us that GOD CREATED THE WORLD.

God created everything - all you can see and all that you can't see. 

He made this world with all its seas and rivers, its mountains and valleys, its trees and shrubs, its birds and fish. He made all the animals and every person. 

He made this planet, the earth. He gave us the moon and he made the sun as the centre of our solar system. 
Our solar system is only a small dot in one of the outer arms of our galaxy, the Milky Way, which is 100,000 light years across, with light travelling at 300,000 kms per second!
Our closest neighbouring galaxy is Andromeda, which is two million light years away! But the universe is filled with billions of galaxies; they are as common in the universe as trees are on earth! They spread out far beyond what we can see or even imagine! God made all of this - he created it all.  

He made it by his word – at his command.

He spoke and it came into being. He commanded and it took place. His word was powerful and effective. He said, "Let there be light" and there was light. By his word he separated the waters above and the waters below. He commanded and out of the foaming waters of the sea the dry land appeared. It all happened at his command.  

The Apostle John tells us that "the Word", who was there at the beginning, was Jesus. "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God…. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made." (John 1:3). 
God the Father is the Creator of the world but he did this by the power of God the Holy Spirit and he did it through God the Son. 
The writer of Hebrews opens this letter by telling us the universe was made through the Son, and that even today he sustains all things by his powerful word. (Heb 1:1-3)

The universe was "formed" at God's command. The NASB reads "prepared" and the ESV reads “created”. The word can mean make, or put in order, or create for something. 
God made the world for us. 
He ordered it so that we could live in it. 
He prepared it so that the earth is the correct distance from the sun so that we are not frozen or burned; is rotating at the right speed (too fast and we would fly off); has a suitable atmosphere and air to breathe; and has plants and animals to eat and use. God formed it for us. 

He made it out of nothing. "What is seen was not made out of what was visible". 

We can contrast this with the viewpoint of evolution, which begins with eternal matter, eternal stuff. You cannot get something from nothing and so you have to begin with something. Evolution begins with eternal substance and believes that from very simple life forms, and over very long periods of time, everything evolved to its present form. 

ii. By contrast the Bible begins with an eternal God: "In the beginning God...." This eternal God made the universe by his command out of nothing. This is taught in a number of passages in the Scriptures:
In Romans 4:17, Paul describes God as the One who "gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were."
In Psalm 33:6 we read, "By the word of the Lord were the heavens made." 
And in Hebrews 11:3 we read; "What is seen was not made out of what was visible". God created the entire universe by his command out of nothing. 

2. Secondly, WE ACCEPT THIS BY FAITH. This is what a Christian believes. This is the opening statement of faith in Hebrews 11 and it is the first article of faith in the Apostles Creed: "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth." 

This faith is based on revelation. This is what God has told us. He revealed this to us, he made it known, he explained it to us.

He revealed this to us in creation itself. Psalm 19 begins, "The heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the words of his hands."
In Romans 1:20 Paul tells us; "ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made." There is enough evidence in the world around us to demonstrate that God exists and that he is powerful. Not everyone sees this or believes it because they suppress the truth in unrighteousness (Romans 1:18)
God has revealed this to us in his creation but even more clearly in the Scriptures, already in the opening words of the Bible - which are echoed in the rest of Scripture, such as in Psalm 8, and in Psalm 104:24, "How many are your works O Lord! In wisdom you made them all." 

This is a central theme through the whole Bible. So we begin every service by affirming; “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (Psalm 124:8)

This is what we believe. We cannot prove it by reason, or by experiments, or by science - rather we believe it by faith. But this is true no matter what you believe about the origin of the world; no one was there when the world was made so you have to make certain assumptions, which you receive by faith. 

If you are watching a game of soccer on TV and you miss an important goal then you can wait for the replay and watch it again, from different angles, and study it more carefully. 
You cannot do that with the beginning of the world. No one was there. No one was videoing it. You cannot go back and replay it. 

This is true for everyone who ponders the origin of the universe - those who believe in creation and those who believe in evolution. Neither viewpoint can be proved. Both are faith positions. One difference, however, between creationists and evolutionists is that we are prepared to admit this but often they are not. 
By faith we believe that God made the universe, based on his revelation to us. 

This faith is combined with understanding.

"By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command." We grasp this truth with our minds. 
When you become a Christian you don't disengage your mind; and you don't have to put your mind to one side to believe in creation.
To believe that God as the Creator is entirely reasonable and fits with the way things are, much more so than the theory of evolution. Creation is a sound and satisfying explanation for the origin of the world. 

This means that there need be no conflict between science and the Bible. There is no disagreement between reason and faith. There is no contradiction between a careful investigation of the world and a close reading of the Scriptures. God is the God of the Bible and of science. In fact, the first real scientists were motivated by a Biblical view of creation. They believed that God had made the world and that it had order and it could be studied. On the basis of this belief they began to examine the world closely to understand it better.

Belief in God the Creator is the basis of all learning and all education. You must believe in order to understand. Proverbs 9:10 says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding." 
The knowledge of God and his word is the basis for understanding all that God has placed in the world and all he has done in history.

This is why we promote Christian education so strongly - the world only makes sense in the light of God's word.

Where our children are at public schools and polytech and university we need to work hard as parents to ensure that they understand the world from a biblical point of view and that we counter the theory of evolution and all that goes with it. 

Faith in God the Creator is based on revelation and it is combined with understanding; it also centres in God the Father through His Son. 

The Catechism brings this out well when it explains that this Almighty God, the Creator  "is my God and Father because of Christ his Son." This is a staggering truth. You can know this Great Creator as your God and as your heavenly Father. You can know him personally.

Hebrews 11 goes on to give us a long list of men and women who believed in God, men and women of faith. God, in his grace, entered into a covenant relationship with Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and with Moses, Gideon, David and Samuel. This relationship is by grace, through faith, and was made possible because of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is by faith in Jesus that the believers of the Old Testament were saved, and it is by faith in Jesus that the believers of the New Testament are saved.

Just as God created the world through his Son so he also recreates us through the Lord Jesus. "If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God who reconciled us to himself through Christ" (2 Cor 5:17-18).

So to be a Christian you not only need to believe in God the Creator but you also need to believe in His Son. You must believe in the God who is eternal and who made the world, and each day you must live by faith in God's Son. 

This is how the writer of this letter applies this chapter on faith. We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses - men and women of faith who have gone before us. All of them lived by faith. You and I must do the same. 

We can draw encouragement from them, but, even more than that, we must "fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him, endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Heb 12:2)

Young children are masters of the art of asking questions. They want to know the "why's" and "wherefore's" of many things around them. Their questions are answered by going back to God the Creator. 

This doctrine is the basis of answering all our questions about the world and our place in it.

So we confess that we believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, who formed the universe at his command, and we fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith. 

Amen

